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THE KING SHALL REJOICE IN THY STRENGTH, 
o LORD, EXCEEDING GLAD SHALL HE BE OF 
THY SALVATION: THOU HAST GIVEN HIM 


HIS HEART's DESIRE, 


UMAN nature never appears, perhaps, 

to more advantage, than when we ſee a 
perſon, exalted by the higheſt diſtinctions of 
earthly grandeur, acknowledging a pious de- 
pendence on the Supreme of the Univerſe, and 
uniting in his character the humility and virtue 
of religion with all the rank and ſplendour of 
the higheſt ſation in ſociety. His ſituation in- 
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ſpires deference and reſpect, his virtues com- 


mand our reverence and love. 


The author of this Pſalm was, perhaps, both 
in proſperity and adverſity, the greateſt pattern 
of a juſt confidence in his God that ever lived. 
Though at times ſurrounded with every enjoy- 
ment that could divert the mind into a liſtleſs 
ſtate of forgetfulneſs and eaſe, he was ever me- 
ditating on the repeated inſtances of God's 
goodneſs, and thankfully reflecting on the reſult 


of the divine favour : *I will remember,” ſays 
he, „thy wonders of old, I will meditate on 


„all thy works, and talk of thy doings, be- 
* cauſe thou haſt been my help.” The grate- 


„ ful ſenſe he had of the mercies of the Divine 


goodneſs naturally led him to a public acknow- 
ledgement, and has left him a great example of 
praiſe and thankſgiving to ſucceeding genera- 
tions—an example, which we congratulate our 
fellow- ſubjects, they behold in the living cha- 
racter of him, whoſe laws they obey ; who, 
on this day, gives but a public proof of that 
piety and gratitude to God, which he diſplays 
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in private on every occaſion: and ſo ſingular, 
ſo public a mercy, cannot but deſerve a public 
praiſe. The mercy which has been exerciſed, 
particularly to our Sovereign, is extended gene- 
rally to us. Inſpired therefore by the influence 
of his devout praiſe, ſhall our hearts paſs a day 
ſo ſignalized in ſilent gratitude? Shall not, ra- 
ther, our tongues join with our hearts in cele- 
brating “the goodneſs of the Lord, and in 

„ declaring the wonders that he doth for the | 
children of men.” We are certainly all of 
us concerned in the good conſtitution of the 
kingdom, and obliged thankfully to adore that 


Almighty Power, by which it 1s preſerved in 
dangers, and continued in ſafety. We all par- 
take in the advantages of civil fociety, and are 
bound moſt heartily to offer up our thankſgiv- 
ings at all times to God for his ſingular and 
continued mercies to our nation, but how much 
more for a particular interpoſition in reſtoring 
him, whom, whilſt we love as a Man, we al- 
moſt adore as our Kin g, and with whoſe reſto- 
ration, order and peace are returned. Such 
being the connection, the advantages reciprocal, 
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the intereſts mutual and common, can we live 
at eaſe when he is in pain? Can we be happy 
when he is unfortunate? Well, therefore, 
might St. Paul exhort us to © make prayers for 
* kings, and all that are in authority, that we 
4 may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all 
« godlineſs and honeſty.” If to pray for a 
bleſſing be an indiſpenſible duty, it muſt be 
ſtill more incumbent on us to thank God, when 
he vouchſafes to beſtow it. The health and 
welfare of our Monarch is a public benefit, no 
argument therefore can be wanting to prove it 
a ncecſſary obligation to thank the bountiful 
donor for his goodneſs and mercy. 


All “ God's judgements,” it is true, “are 


« unſearchable, and all his ways paſt finding 


out,“ yet in every thing, I truſt, we believe 
a Providence, but in this we have ſeen it. The 
help of man appeared to be almoſt in vain: but, 
« it is better,” ſays the grateful Author of my 
text, © to truſt in the Lord than to put any 


e confidence in man, it is better to truſt in the 
Lord than to put any confidence in princes : 
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& the Lord is our ſtrength and our joy, and is 
«© become our ſalvation. The voice of joy and 
& health is in the dwellings of the righteous, the 
right hand of the Lord hath brought mighty 
things to paſs.” By his means we are aſ- 
ſembled this day to return him thanks for 
a mercy that was long the object of our moſt 
earneſt wiſhes and ſolemn prayers. That thoſe 
prayers have been heard, lays upon us an addi- 
tional obligation of gratitude—infpires a new 
confidence in God—adds a ſecret joy to our 
hearts, that on the humble ſupplication of the 
people their prince is reſtored—gives a grateful 
ſenſation to cvery individual who has approached 
the throne of grace in ſincere interceſſion, to | 
refle that he has diſcharged a duty, and con- 
tributed his part not only to the removal of a 
diſtreſſing perſonal affliction, but of a national 
calamity. If our humble prayers and fincere 
entreaties have met with acceptance in Heaven, 
and been the means of procuring us a bleſſing, 
our thankfulneſs and gratitude muſt be the 
means of continuing it. If our fears have been 
awakened by an experience of God's dif] pleaſure, 


Our 


ſl 
q 
j 
{ 
| 


[8:3 


our gratitude has been excited by an act of his 


mercy. While eaſe and affluence flow on with 
a ſmooth and unremitting courſe, we glide 
down the current in indolent forgetfulneſs, are 
apt to be unmindful of the hand that preſerves 
us from rougher waves, to overlook a ſuperin- 
tending Providence, or to conſider it with a 
tranſient or ſuperficial regard ; but when we 


have ſuffered by the removal of a bleſſing, it is 


then we diſcern its value, have a lively ſenſe of 


the goodneſs of God in reſtoring it; and muſt, 


if there is any thing generous in our tempers, 
at the ſame time that we acknowledge his mer- 
cy, bluſh in future to affront his goodneſs, and 
tremble to provoke his anger. Every freſh in- 


ſtance therefore of mercy, if improved to its 


proper uſe, ſhould produce in us new reſolu- 


tions of duty and obedience, and whilſt we pray 
for the peace of Jeruſalem, we ſhould be careful 


to remember that the ſureſt way of ** ſeeking 


to do it good,“ is to be at peace ourſelves 
with God and men. 


It 
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It is unneceflary, I am ſenſible, to excite 
the ſympathy, or inſpire the gratitude of thoſe 
who hear me, by carrying back our recollection 
to that ſad calamity, which was once the ſub- 
ject of painful complaint to Heaven, but is now 
the occaſion of our ſincereſt praiſe. To behold 
a good man, labouring under the heavieſt preſ- | 
ſures of bodily affliction, is at all times one of 
the moſt affecting diſpenſations of Providence 
but when that good man is a perſon from whoſe 
ſituation in life, and under whoſe influence not 
only we, but many of our fellow-creatures have 
enjoyed unnumbered bleſſings, every feeling of 
our nature becomes intereſted, and every emo- 
tion of our heart is that of pity and condolence. 
When we ſee him deprived of the dignity inſe- 
parable from ſome exalted ſtation, which his 


worth had merited, and his power had never 


abuſed ; when we ſee thoſe, virtues which ſhone 
conſpicuouſly in private and domeſtic life, and 
which neither the allurements of the world, nor 


the gaiety, nor adulations of courts could tar- 
niſh, obliterated only by diſeaſe, the moſt latent 
ſentiments of humanity neceflarily ſpring forth, 
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and the mind is awakened by the tendereſt ſen- 
fations. But when to heighten to give an ad- 
ditional colouring to this ſcene of affliction, we 
behold the ſollicitudes of conjugal affection; 
when we behold anxiety giving a melancholy 
| gloom to the ſplendour of rank ; when we ſee the 
afflicted ſoul abſorbed by one mournful event— 

comfortleſs amidſt all the favours the world can 
| beſtow - when we ſee the tear of affection dwell 
on the eye, diſtreſs, which a beam of pious 
reſignation alone enlivens, depicted on the coun- 
tenance ; when we ſee an amiable heart almoft 
ſinking in deſpair, yet bravely ſupporting itſelf 
in the ſenſe of religion, in a truſt of the Divine 
mercy, we are led to wonder at thoſe diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence, which we cannot explain, 
and ſhould regret that conſtitution of nature, 
which has ſubjected the good in any caſe to af- 
fiction ; did we not know that theſe trials are 
but for a moment, that they give to virtue a 
peculiar luſtre, that they “ work out an ex- 
6 ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 


ut unleſs to increaſe our gratitude, this is 
not day to recount ſorrows, which, bleſſed 
: | | be 
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be God! are no more which are loſt in uni- 
verſal joy. If the acclamations of a noble and 
a generous people; if marks of love, more diſ- 
tinguiſhed than perhaps the annals of hiſtory 
can parallel in the ſubjects of other countries, 
can add a reliſh to the enjoyment of re-eſta- 
bliſhed health, then may our Sovereign boaſt a 
recompence for ſickneſs, attendant only on vir- 
tue and on worth. If after a long abſence from 
her breaſt, the exquiſite ſenſation of returning 
compoſure and ſerenity can be increaſed by the 
united congratulations of a nation, then muſt. 
his amiable conſort experience on this occaſion 
a joy ſuperior even to that which originates in 
the tendereſt endearments of affection. 


We muſt remember, however, that our joy 
is to be religious and not extravagant, pious and 
not exceſſive. There is a wildneſs of mirth 
too apt to be indulged in happy ſeaſons, which 
inſtead of raiſing and elevating, ſinks the ſoul 
in ſhame and ſorrow ; for even in laughter,” 
fays the royal preacher, ** the heart is ſorrow- 
ful, and the end of that mirth is heavineſs.“ 
It is not, therefore, that tumultuous joy which 
opprelles 
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oppreſſes and overwhelms the ſoul, which 
drowns all the faculties of reaſon, but it is that 
ſedate and ſober pleaſure, that rational delight, 


which a good and religious man feels from a 


ſenſe of God's favour and protection, which is 
a grateful Viering in return for his lovin 81 kind- 


neſs and mercy. The joy of the holy Pfalmiſt 


was ever the joy of religion; when he rejoiced, 


he rejoiced always in the Lord. . The king,” 


fays he, * ſhall rejoice in thy ſtrength, O Lord, 


* exceeding glad ſhall he be of thy ſalvation ; 
thou haſt given him his heart's deſire, and 


* haſt not denied him the requeſt of his lips.” 
That our joy then may be productive ,of a long 
ſeries of bleſſings to us and to our country, let 
it appear in that temperate and devout gratitude 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, which will fortify 
our minds againſt temptations to vice. Let it 


- animate us with a true zeal for the honour of 


our King, for the peace and proſperity of his 


kingdams. 


We are blefled with a conſtitution both mild 
and ſecure ; the ſame laws which protect the 


poſſeſſions of the great and powerful, give 
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equal ſecurity to that pittance which is too 


often the only reward of induſtry and labour 
the weak are protected from violence, the poor 


from oppreſſion and wrong. We live in a land 
where the groans of ſlavery are never heard; 
we breath an air which bears not to our ears 
the miſerable ſound of arbitrary chains, but 
comes loaded almoſt in every breeze with ſome 
joyful, though, perhaps, rude offering at the 
ſhrine of liberty and contented eaſe. Far from 


being placed in “ a barren and dry land, where 


* no water 1s,” our ſoil, grateful and obedient, 
rewards with plenty the hand that tills it. The 


peſtilence, the earthquakes, the hurricanes, the 


famines — the ſcourges and terrors of other 
lands, the Divine clemency averts from us. 
While ſome European dominions are at this time 


diſtracted with the confuſion of diſſatisfied ſub- 


jection, whilſt others are viſited with the deſola- 
tion of the ſword, we are happy in the proſpect 


of peace, and enjoying that peace, are proſperous. 


Does a recollection, then, of our general and 


particular mercies excite an inquiry natural to 
a generous heart how ſhall I moſt acceptably 
« expreſs 
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* expreſs my gratitude ?” The anſwer is obvious, 
and applies itſelf forcibly to every individual ; 
«© Walk in all the commandments and ordi- 
„ nances of the Lord blameleſs.” This is a 
conduct ever acceptable to our Maker; this is 
the pureſt ſacrifice we can offer; this renders 
us the peculiar objects of Divine favour, it 
commands human reſpec ; this is the greateſt 
ornament of the higheſt ſtation, it is the orna- 
ment and glory of the loweſt, The piety and 
virtue, indeed, of the obſcure individual may 
be leſs obſerved in this world, but it will not 
be leſs rewarded in the next. 


Let us all, then, imitate the illuſtrious ex- 
ample of devotion and gratitude which is this 
day ſet us in the perſon of the beſt of Sove- 
reigns, and let that deyotion be, as it is in him, 
the ſource of every ſocial and domeſtic virtue, 
ſo ſhall we all, down to the meaneſt of his 
ſubjects, be recompenſed with a crown of glory, 
Sickneſs and death are equally the fate of the 
monarch and the ſlave: let our confidence then 
in ſickneſs and in death be where alone 1 can 


be placed with ſafety and with comfort, in the 


King of Kings ; for © it is he that giveth fal- 
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* yation unto princes, it is he that keepeth 
« Iſrael without either ſlumberin g or {leeping, 
* who hath declared that he will help the righ- 
„ teous, and that right early; that he will not 
e caſt off his people, nor forſake his inheri- 
e tance.” Let us bleſs that God, who after 
the time we have been afflicted hath again be- 
come our comfort; O, clap your hands, all 
5 wh people, ſhout unto God with the voice 
* of thankſgiving, and give thanks unto the 


Lord, make known his deeds among the 


„people; O, let your ſongs be of him, and 
« praiſe him; let your talking be of all his 
«© wondrous' works, remember what he hath 
„done, his wonders, and the judgements of 
his mouth.” - Bleſſed be God ! who hath re- 
ſtored our King to the government of his king- 
doms, who hath given proſperity to our coun- | 
try.—Blefled be God, who hath not caſt out 
& our prayer, nor turned his mercy from us. 
Bleſſed be God, who hath turned our heavi- 
* neſs into joy, and hath put off our ſackcloth, 
and girded us with gladneſs.” * Let our 
mouth ſpeak the praiſe of the Lord, and let 
« all fleſh bleſs his holy name for ever.” The 
| | « Lord 
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& Lord liveth, and hleſſed be our rock, and let 
the God of our ſalvation be exalted.” . Bleſ- 
& ſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who only doth 
«* wondrous work,” and blefled be his glorious 
name for ever and ever. He hath given us a 
religious and benign King ; may he long con- 
tinue him a bleſſing to his realms. He hath 
raiſed him from the bed of ſickneſs, he hath 
freed him from a ſevere indiſpoſition; may he 
prolong his health, till he comes down to the 
grave, as full of years as of good works; and 
having been his ſupport in life, may he be his 
| guide in death —May, the hap py meſſengers of 
heaven conduct him to thoſe kingdoms, where 
he ſhall receive a glorious triumph; a triumph, 


where, inſtead of the giddy noiſe of an undiſ- 
tinguiſhed and undiſtinguiſhing populace, a 
numerous choir of exalted angels ſhall hail the 
happy ſpirit with joyful acclamations ; and he 
who is the Judge of 25 ſhall pronounce it 
blefled for _ 


Now RE ER all-merciful, wiſe, and omnipo- 
tent God be aſcribed, &c. &c. 
MAT 35 - 
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